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He looked blank for a moment and then grinned widely.
" If the band was chosen to match Congress policy, 'it
would have to be much broader."
" Why ? "
" That one is far too narrow to hold all the colours of the
rainbow," he rejoined crisply.
The usher did not insist upon seeing our passes. But he
did superintend the observance of the warning notices hung
around the corridor, and insisted on my leaving, on a table
outside the door to the Speaker's Gallery, a handbag which
could not well have held any offensive weapon more serious
than a very small, rotten egg. However, it was an order.
That was enough. But neither he nor another paid the
slightest attention to what might have been hidden in my
companion's pockets, or for that matter, stowed about my
person. If someone planned the liquidation of a Minister,
or some similar activity, from one of the galleries, he would
be crazy not to pay more than one visit to prospect the
ground ; so that when the time came to act, he would know
all about the ban on brief-cases; and wherever his gun
might be, it would assuredly not be in a brief-case. Also,
there would be nothing to prevent him from hiding a small
bomb underneath his jacket.
" Why ban sticks and umbrellas ?" I asked Dadar.
" They could hardly be used effectively as means of assault
against any members sitting on the floor of the House."
" True, quite true," he assented, " but if tempers rose
very high over the debate advanced below, gallery visitors
might fall out with one another."
" But surely, if things got that bad, the opposing factions
would do each other as much harm and cause as much of
an uproar whether armed with umbrellas and walking sticks
or not ? "
"That depends," Dadar replied grimly, "upon the
definition of a walking stick. A Jat frequently uses his
lathi as a staff or walking stick. If you admit one type of